
Dear Senadoras y Senadores, 
 
We the undersigned are Irish parliamentarians from both Seanad Éireann (upper house of 

parliament) and Dáil Éireann (lower house of parliament). We write to urge you to support the 

Bill currently before the Argentinian Senate proposing to decriminalise abortion up to 14 

weeks of pregnancy and thereby guarantee women’s access to safe abortion services.  

We note with interest that, following two months of public and participatory parliamentary 

hearings, on 14 June the Argentinian Chamber of Deputies took a historic step forward for the 

human rights of women and girls by voting in favour of this Bill. Now that it has passed to the 

Senate, the Bill’s final approval - and the lives of women and girls in Argentina - hinge on 

your votes. 

We note with concern that Argentina’s criminalisation of abortion forces hundreds of thousands 
of women each year to undergo clandestine and unsafe abortions, putting their lives and health 
at risk. By continuing to criminalise abortion, your State is violating women and girl’s human 
rights. Even in the limited circumstances where abortion is lawful - when the pregnancy is the 
result of a rape, or if the woman’s life or health is in danger - women and girls continue to face 
multiple obstacles to accessing legal abortions.  

According to official information from the Ministry of Health, half a million women undergo 
clandestine abortions every year in Argentina. In 2013 alone, 49,000 women were admitted 
to public hospitals for abortion-related health complications. Criminalising abortion therefore 
forces women and girls to make a cruel choice: put their health and lives at risk, or go to jail.  

Since 1983, over 3,000 women in Argentina have lost their lives because of the 
criminalisation of abortion. Since 1983, while few women have died in Ireland from lack of 
access to safe abortion services; however, 170,000 have had to travel to England and 
elsewhere for these services. In Ireland and Argentina, it is clear that criminalising and 
banning abortion has not stopped abortions. It has instead inflicted immense harm and 
cruelty on women and girls. 

In Ireland however, our executive government and parliament have recently taken action. We 

established a cross-party parliamentary committee (the Oireachtas Joint Committee on the 

Eighth Amendment of the Constitution) to make proposals for legislation that would expand 

access to abortion in Ireland. One of the committee’s recommendations in its December 

2017 report was that access to abortion without restriction as to reason (‘on request’) should 

be lawful in the first trimester  of pregnancy (in addition to access in later pregnancy where 

the health or life of the pregnant woman is at risk, or where a fatal foetal impairment has 

been diagnosed). A Bill to realise the reforms recommended by our parliamentary committee 

will be introduced in the autumn. 

We hope that our experience in Ireland illustrates that legislating to safeguard women’s 

access to safe and lawful abortion services is both necessary and possible. We urge that you, 

the members of the Argentinian Senate, now seize this momentous opportunity to put an end 

to the injustices against women and girls by voting favour of this Bill. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 

Alan Kelly TD, Labour 



Senator Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, Labour 

Brendan Howlin TD, Leader of the Irish Labour Party 

Brendan Ryan TD, Labour 

Bríd Smith TD, People Before Profit 

Senator Catherine Ardagh, Fianna Fáil 

Deputy Catherine Murphy, Social Democrats 

Senator Catherine Noone, Fine Gael 

Clare Daly TD, Independent 

Senator Collette Kelleher, Independent 

Senator David Norris, Independent  

Senator Frances Black, Independent 

Senator Gerald Nash, Labour 

Gino Kenny, TD, People Before Profit 

Senator Ivana Bacik, Labour 

Jan O’Sullivan TD, Labour 

Joan Burton TD, Labour 

Joan Collins TD, Independent 

Senator Kevin Humphreys, Labour 

Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee, Fianna Fáil 

Senator Lynn Ruane, Independent 

Mick Barry TD, Solidarity 

Mick Wallace TD, Independent 

Niall Collins, TD, Fianna Fáil spokesperson on Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Noel Rock TD, Fine Gael 

Paul Murphy TD, Solidarity 

Richard Boyd Barrett TD, People Before Profit 



Roisin Shortall TD, Social Democrats 

Ruth Coppinger TD, Solidarity 

Seán Crowe TD, Sinn Féin's spokesperson on Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the Sinn Féin 
party* 

Sean Sherlock TD, Labour 

Thomas Pringle TD, Independent 

Thomas Broughan TD, Independent 

Willie Penrose TD, Labour 

 

* Sinn Féin has 22 TDs and 6 Senators 

 

 


